


1. Build a climate-smart community. 
2. Inventory emissions, set goals, and plan for climate action. 
3. Decrease energy use. 
4. Shift to clean, renewable energy. 
5. Use climate-smart materials management. 
6. Implement climate-smart land use. 
7. Enhance community resilience to climate change. 
8. Support a green innovation economy. 
9. Inform and inspire the public. 

10. Engage in an evolving process of climate action.



Registered Climate Smart Community - Local governments are designated as Registered CSCs after 
passing the CSC pledge as a formal resolution.

Bronze Certified Climate Smart Community - The initial level of certification; local governments that 
have acted their commitment to climate action and taken steps to implement climate-smart policies and projects.

Silver Certified Climate Smart Community - The second level of certification; local governments that 
have implemented a range of foundational climate actions and made concrete progress toward goals.

Gold Certified Climate Smart Community - The third level of certification; currently under development 
by New York State.



Charting Mendon’s Path 
to Bronze Certification:
On Time, On Budget, On the Cutting Edge



Why Bronze 
Certification 
Matters

● Priority for Funding: Mendon receives higher 
point scores on applications for the DEC CSC Grant 
Program, which offers 50/50 matching grants of up 
to $2 million for municipal projects.

● Wider Grant Eligibility: Certified status 
boosts the town’s scores for other NYS 
infrastructure programs and NYSERDA Clean 
Energy Communities funding.

● Streamlined Roadmaps: Access to free 
technical assistance, templates, and regional CSC 
Coordinators to organize future town projects 
efficiently.

● State-Level Recognition: Mendon is 
publicly recognized by the New York State DEC as a 
leader in municipal sustainability, making the town 
more attractive to new families and green 
businesses.



The 120-Point Target: 
Where We Stand
✓ Two Mandatory Actions
○ Three Priority Actions



CSC Task Force Timeline 

May - Jun 2026
Capitalizing on What 
Mendon Has Done

Jul - Sept 2026
Designing the 120-Point 
Combination

Oct - Dec 2026
Reality Check & Report 
Development

Jul 2027
2027 CSC Grant Program 
Applications Due

May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jul Sept

Sept 2027
2028 Tentative Town 

Budget Presented 
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