What Is Bronze Certification?
The New York State Climate Smart Communities (CSC) program is administered by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation in partnership with other state agencies.
Communities earn points for completing climate mitigation and adaptation actions.
· Bronze certification = 120+ points
· (Silver requires substantially more)
What Bronze Actually Does for a Community
1. Improves Competitive Grant Scoring
· This is the most tangible benefit.
· Bronze-certified communities receive:
· Preferential scoring or bonus points in certain state grant programs
· Increased competitiveness in CSC grant rounds
· Stronger positioning for climate- and resilience-related funding
· This can matter for:
· Culvert upgrades
· Flood mitigation
· Tree planting
· Energy efficiency projects
· Planning updates
· Heat relief 
· Important: Bronze does not automatically give us money. It improves our odds.	
2. Signals Organizational Capacity
· Bronze demonstrates that the Town:
· Has adopted climate-related policies
· Has engaged in planning
· Has documented actions
· Can complete structured state programs
· For some funders and agencies, this signals:
· Administrative competence
· Follow-through
· Coordination capacity      
3. Provides a Framework
· The CSC checklist gives structure.
· For communities struggling with “where do we start?” Bronze offers:
· A menu of actions
· Defined criteria
· Documentation templates
· Milestones
4. Creates Political Cover
· In some towns, Bronze certification helps:
· Legitimize climate-related investments
· Show the Town is aligned with state policy
· Demonstrate leadership without radical policy shifts
· It can serve as a moderate, non-partisan framing: “We’re simply participating in a state-recognized program.”
5. Public Recognition
Bronze communities:
· Receive state recognition
· Are listed publicly
· Can use certification in communications
· Sometimes receive media attention

This may help community branding — particularly for environmentally conscious residents or businesses.
What Bronze Does Not Do
It does NOT:
· Automatically reduce emissions
· Automatically increase resilience
· Guarantee funding
· Replace local planning
· Require implementation of controversial policies
· Require a greenhouse gas inventory (unless you choose those points)\
What It Means Specifically for Us
For a town/task force with:
· Volunteer capacity constraints
· Interest in resilience over emissions inventories
· Desire to coordinate rather than implement everything directly
Bronze could:
   Help justify resilience investments
   Improve eligibility for infrastructure funding
   Provide structure for early-stage organization
But it could also:
⮾     Pull focus toward checklist optimization
⮾     Incentivize “low-lift points” over highest-impact work
⮾     Consume volunteer time on documentation
Strategic Question for Our Task Force
The real question isn’t “Is achieving Bronze certification good?” It’s 
“Does Bronze certification meaningfully accelerate the outcomes Mendon cares about?”
If the answer is yes — pursue it strategically.
If the answer is no — treat it as secondary.

