November 2, 2006


A Regular Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, November 2, 2006 at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, NY, 14472 at 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT: 
Kevin Wright - Chair




Don Thorp 




Don Irvine 




Liz Sciortino




Bruce Peckham

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS:
5

Minutes were taken by Julie Gianforti.

Mr. Wright called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

MENDON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AREA VARIANCE 

Mr. Jones stated that he has had a chance to review the sign ordinance and the Planning Board actions for the proposed signage for the Mendon Presbyterian Church.  Mr. Jones stated that it has been determined that there is no need for the Church to appear before this Board for an Area Variance.  Mr. Jones stated that all applications fees will be reimbursed. 

MENDON FIRE DISTRICT AREA VARIANCE DETERMINATION

Mr. Peckham moved, seconded by Mr. Wright, that the application by the Mendon Fire District, 101 Mendon Ionia Road, Mendon, NY, for an area variance at said property, located north of the Taylor Road intersection, consisting of six acres, bearing tax account no. 216.04-1-3.21, located in an RS-30, 000 zone, to construct a permanent sign on the property facing Mendon Ionia Road, which sign requires a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals, be approved based on the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.
Lawrence A. Pierce of the Mendon Fire District appeared before the Zoning Board of Appeals on October 12, 2006. 

2.
The Fire District wishes to install a permanent sign for the display public safety notices and Fire District announcements. The present medium for these purposes is an unsightly portable lighted sign, which is often inefficient due to message letters being removed by wind and weather. 

3.
The proposed sign is designed to match the design and colors of the present firehouse.

4.
The sign will be lighted with fixtures to match the lighting in the clock tower of the existing building.

5.
The dimensions, per submitted drawings, will be approximately six feet in height, seven feet across on the display side and three feet thick.

6.
A plaque commemorating past services to the Fire District by volunteers from the Town of Mendon will also be placed on the sign structure. 

7. No members of the public voiced opposition.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The benefit Mendon Fire District is attempting to achieve cannot be achieved by any other means.

2. The granting of this area variance will not create an undesirable change to the neighborhood or to nearby properties.

3. The request is substantial.

4. The granting of this request will not have adverse physical or environmental effects.

5. The difficulty is self-created.

6. This is a Type II action under SEQR.

APPROVED

Mr. Wright –aye, Ms. Sciortino-aye, Mr. Thorp-aye, Mr. Irvine – aye, Mr. Peckham-aye

AMY BABCOCK AREA VARIANCE PUBLIC HEARING

Amy Babcock, 78 W. Main Street, Honeoye Falls, came before the Board for an area variance at 84 Topspin Drive, Pittsford, NY, consisting of 14.23 acres, bearing tax account no. 204.02-1-20.11, located in an RA-5 zone, to place a new property line approximately 50 feet from the existing pond.

Mr. Wright opened the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.

Mr. Wright stated that he is waving the reading of the public notice, which is in the file, as well as the signed affidavit of the posting of the sign.

Mr. Wright asked the Board if they had a chance to see the property.  All Board members indicated that they saw the property.

Mr. Wright asked Ms. Babcock to review her proposal for the Board. Ms. Babcock stated that she is the owner of 84 Topspin Dr. and she would like to subdivide 5 acres.  Ms. Babcock stated that she is seeking a variance for the pond because it would be 50 feet from the proposed property line.  Ms. Babcock stated that she worked with the Planning Board to come up with the lot configuration.  Ms. Babcock stated that she is keeping the 9 acre lot and selling the 5 acre lot.

Mr. Wright asked Ms. Babcock if she has a buyer for the 5-acre lot. Ms. Babcock stated that she has had people interested in the property but she does not have a buyer yet.

Ms. Babcock reviewed for the Board her discussions with the Planning Board.

Mr. Wright asked Ms. Babcock if she has a more advanced map of the property.  Ms. Babcock stated yes and gave copies of that map to the Board for review.   The Board reviewed the map.  A discussion followed.

Mr. Wright asked Ms. Babcock when the site plan was approved by the Planning Board.  Ms. Babcock stated that the Planning Board approved the site plan in March 2006.

Mr. Wright asked where the home would be located on lot 2.  Ms. Babcock showed the location on the map.

Mr. Irvine asked if the pond was built for retention.  Ms. Babcock stated that she doesn’t know the answer to that question.  A discussion followed regarding retention ponds and recreation ponds.

Mr. Wright stated that the only people impacted by the pond would be the owner of lot 2 and they would be aware of the location of the pond prior to purchasing the property.

The Board discussed the setbacks being proposed in the new zoning ordinance if approved by the Town Board.

Mr. Peckham asked Ms. Babcock when she appeared before the Planning Board so that he could get a copy of the minutes from those meetings.  Ms. Babcock stated March and September 2006. 

Mr. Jones reviewed the approval process and stated that Ms. Babcock would need the variance to submit for subdivision to the Planning Board.

Mr. Wright asked the Board for further comments.  There were none.

There was no public comment.

 MOTION

Ms. Sciortino moved, seconded by Mr. Irvine, to close the public hearing at 7:46 p.m.

APPROVED

Mr. Wright –aye, Ms. Sciortino-aye, Mr. Thorp-aye, Mr. Irvine – aye, Mr. Peckham-aye

Approval of minutes of October 12, 2006 meeting

MOTION

Mr. Irvine moved to strike all discussions of the Mendon Presbyterian Church from the previous meeting that are reflected in the minutes because an area variance is not required and the application is no longer before the Board.

Approved

Mr. Thorp-aye, Ms. Sciortino– aye, Mr. Irvine-aye, Mr. Peckham-aye, Mr. Wright - aye

MINUTES

Mr. Irvine moved, seconded by Ms. Sciortino, to approve the minutes, as amended, of the October 12, 2006 meeting.

ADOPTED

Mr. Thorp-aye, Ms. Sciortino– aye, Mr. Irvine-aye, Mr. Peckham-aye, Mr. Wright - aye

DISCUSSION

The Board discussed the Mendon Presbyterian Church.

The Board discussed future agenda items.

MOTION

Mr. Wright moved, seconded by Ms. Sciortino, to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

APPROVED

Mr. Wright-aye, Mr. Thorp-aye, Ms. Sciortino– aye, Mr. Irvine-aye, Mr. Peckham-aye


Minutes were taken by Julie Gianforti.
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