January 10, 2002


A Public Hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, January 10, 2002, at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, New York at 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Kevin Wright, Chair



Phil Mattaro



Don Thorp



Liz Sciortino



Don Irvine

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS: Marvin Vahue, Town Board; Roy Cluff, Town Board; Paul Tichneor, Town Board; 5 Residents 

Minutes were taken by Julie Gianforti.

Mr. Wright called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

GOTTERMEIER PUBLIC HEARING

William and Nancy Gottermeier, 923 Pittsford Mendon Center Road, Pittsford, came before the board for an area variance to permit subdivision of 7.33 acres into three lots in an RA-5 zone.  Tax Account #202.20-01-41 and 204.20-01-33.8.

Mr. Wright stated that the Affidavit of Posting of the Sign and the legal notice were in the file and waived the reading of the notice.  

Mr. Gottermeier distributed an explanation of his request to the Board.  Mr. Gottermeier stated that he wanted to subdivide his property, for his children, before the zoning changed to RA-5.

Mr. Gottermeier stated that he does not have any immediate plans to build on the property even though there is a subdivision map.

Mr. Gottermeier stated that he started the process of subdividing before the change to RA-5 was instituted.  He stated that he has owned this property since 1976 and could have subdivided it at any time.  

Mr. Gottermeier stated that in February 2000, when he was asked to sign the petition to change from RA-2 to RA-5, he opposed the change and did not sign the petition.  Mr. Gottermeier stated that he wrote a letter to the Town and spoke to the Supervisor regarding his opposition to the change.  

Mr. Gottermeier showed site map and explained layout of his property.  Mr. Gottermeier then went through pictures and layout of the land in question.

Mr. Gottermeier presented a petition saying that neighbors support his request to subdivide his property.  The original of the petition, which was taken in the last two weeks, was submitted to the Board for the record.  

Mr. Wright explained to Mr. Gottermeier that RA-5 zoning is in effect and the Board has nothing to do with the institution of that and the zoning board is concerned only with the variance. 

Mr. Wright asked Mr. Gottermeier if he presented the site plan to the Planning Board on November 8.  Mr. Gottermeier stated that he did and the Planning Board was concerned about Lot #2 because it was on a steep grade.  

Mr. Gottermeier reviewed the timeline and stated that because he needed to complete the long SEQR form, due to his property abutting the park and had to wait 30 days.  The zoning change had gone into effect.

Ms. Sciortino asked Mr. Gottermeier if the Planning Board discussed the zoning change with him at the January meeting.  Mr. Gottermeier stated that the Planning Board did discuss the zoning change but it was at the end of the meeting and he had already left.

Mr. Mattaro asked Mr. Gottermeier how old his children were. Mr. Gottermeier stated that his children were ages 15-21 years old.

There was some discussion regarding the right of way  on Mr. Gottermeier’s property.  Mr. Gottermeier explained the history of the right of way to the Board. Mr. Wright asked if he executed an agreement with the developers of Parks Crossing to move the right away.  Mr. Gottermeier stated that he did execute an agreement with the developers of Parks Crossing.

Mr. Thorp asked for clarification of the timeline of events regarding when Mr. Gottermeier first went to the Planning Board.  Mr. Gottermeier reviewed the timeline of events.

Mr. Wright asked if there were any comments from the audience.

Martha Lees, 945 Mendon Center Rd., questioned the set up of the right of way.  She questions why he was able to purchase the right of way.  Mr. Jones stated that this is not a Zoning Board issue.

Ms. Sciortino asked about the Environmental Assessment.  Mr. Jones stated that this is not a Zoning Board issue but a Planning Board issue.

Ms. Lee questioned the covenants of the agreement if it were passed.  She asked if his children did not move on to the property then would the property would revert back to it’s original condition.  Mr. Jones stated that once the property is subdivided, it is subdivided. 

Amelia Seiler, of 822 Pittsford-Mendon Center Road, stated that she was with Ms. Dhillon when Mr. Gottermeier was asked to sign the petition to change the zoning to RA-5 and that he was against it at that time.  She said she attended the meeting to voice her support of the subdivision of Mr. Gottermeier’s property.

Mr. Wright asked Mr. Gottermeier if the benefit could be achieved by other means.  Mr. Gottermeier stated no.

Mr. Wright asked if this would result in an undesirable change to the neighborhood.  Mr. Gottermeier stated no.

Mr. Wright asked if the request was substantial.  Mr. Gottermeier stated no.

Mr. Wright asked if there would be any adverse physical or environmental effects if the variance were granted.  Gottermeier stated no.

Mr. Wright asked if this was a self-created difficulty. Mr. Gottermeier stated to some degree it was self created but he was unaware of when the zoning change would take place.

Mr. Mattaro questioned the timeframe of submission of forms to the Planning Board.  Mr. Gottermeier reviewed the timeframe.

Mr. Wright closed the public hearing at 8:15 p.m.

FYLES PUBLIC HEARING

Charles and Laurie Fyles, 225 Lanning Road, Honeoye Falls, came before the Board for an area variance to permit the construction of an accessory building of approximately 8,340 square feet to be added to an existing accessory structure, which measures approximately 700 square feet, instead of the 800 square feet allowed by the ordinance.  Tax Account #223.03-1-24.  Zoned RA-1.
Mr. Wright opened the public hearing at 8:18 a.m.

Mr. Wright stated that the Affidavit of Posting of the Sign and the legal notice were in the file and he waived the reading.  

Mr. Wright asked Mr. & Mrs. Fyles for a description of the project in question.

Mr. Fyles stated that there was an existing barn, in need of repair, measuring 20’ x 34’.  He stated that they wanted to build an indoor riding arena measuring 72’ x 100’ and have a 10’ x 15’ breezeway attaching the arena to the existing barn.  He stated that they also would like to push out the east wall of the existing barn an additional 24 feet.  He stated they also wanted to have a 20’ x 30’ equipment shed on the north wall of the arena.

Mr. Fyles stated that this would be a total of 8430 sq.ft. 

Mr. Fyles stated that the indoor riding building would be ivory and green and the barn would be redone to match.

Mr. Fyles stated that the west wall would be landscaped and they would install 3 sets of floodlights, pointed down on a manual setting.

Mr. Wright asked the Fyles how large the lot was.  Mrs. Fyles stated that the lot was 40 acres but they could only build on 6 acres because of a land trust.

Mr. Wright asked the Fyles how many square feet their house was.  Mr. Fyles stated that their house was 1450 sq. ft.  Mr. Wright said it would then be a total of 9800 sq. ft. on a total of 6.4 acres.

Mr. Wright asked why they decided to put the arena in front of the house.  The Fyles stated that they wanted to put the riding arena in the back but because but the property drops off, it is not feasible.

Mr. Wright asked if the Fyles had spoken with their neighbors.  Mr. Fyles stated they had spoken to the immediate neighbors, and they had no problems.

Mr. Mattaro asked to see a sample picture of the indoor riding area.  Mrs. Fyles supplied a picture to the board.

Mrs. Fyles stated that the indoor riding arena is for personal use and there are no intentions of ever using it for commercial purposes.

Mr. Mattaro asked the Fyles if they would have a problem if the Board approved their request with the variance that commercial use is prohibited.  The Fyles responded no.

Mr. Wright asked if there were any comments from the audience.

Dan Asarese, 208 Lanning Rd., stated that his concerns were: that there be no commercial use and that it be landscaped.  Other than those two concerns, he stated that he was not opposed to the request.

Maureen Schmidt, 214 Parrish Rd., had a question about the barn that is currently on the property. Mr. Wright stated that this was not a variance issue.

Mr. Wright asked The Fyles if the benefit could be achieved by other means.  The Fyles stated no.

Mr. Wright asked if this would result in an undesirable change to the neighborhood.  The Fyles stated no.

Mr. Wright asked if the request was substantial.  The Fyles stated yes.

Mr. Wright asked if there would be any adverse physical or environmental effects if the variance were granted.  The Fyles stated no.

Mr. Wright asked if this was a self-created difficulty. The Fyles stated yes.

Mr. Wright closed the public hearing at 8:38 p.m.

MINUTES

Mr. Mattaro moved, seconded by Ms. Sciortino, to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2001 meeting.

Approved

Mr. Mattaro – aye, Ms. Sciortino-aye, Mr. Thorp-aye, Mr. Wright – aye, Mr. Irvine- abstained.

Mr. Wright stated that Mr. Thorp would write the Fyles determination.

Mr. Wright stated that he would write the Gottermeier determination.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Julie Gianforti, Meetings Recorder
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