A Public Hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, June 22, 2000, at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, New York at 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Dick Dehm, Chair



Duane Basch



Phil Mattaro



Joe Ricci

ABSENT:
Don Thorp

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS: 2 residents

Minutes were taken by Mary Fletcher.

Mr. Dehm called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.

ADAM PALMER

Mr. Adam Palmer, 438G Browncroft Blvd., Rochester, NY, owner of property located at 257 Cheese Factory Road, Honeoye Falls, NY came before the Board requesting an area variance for a pond to be located within less than 100 feet of the property line.  Tax Account # 222.01-01-32. Zoned RA-1.

Mr. Dehm stated that the legal notice was in the file, the County had responded that this was a local matter, and he had seen the sign was up.

Mr. Dehm explained the procedure to Mr. Palmer.

Mr. Palmer stated that when they began stripping the topsoil to begin construction of his home, they were getting pockets of water, even in areas of high elevation.  Mr. Palmer stated the site contractor suggested Mr. Palmer look into building a pond.  Mr. Palmer stated that Monroe County Soil and Water had been out to design the pond.  Mr. Palmer explained the procedure he went through with Vyt Burkunas, from Monroe County Soil and Water.  

Mr. Palmer stated that the pond would be 45 feet from the west boundary and 70 feet from the east boundary.  Mr. Basch stated that Mr. Palmer was asking for a variance on two sides.

Mr. Palmer stated that the neighbors have been involved with this project.

Mr. Ricci stated that Mr. Palmer needed to be sure that the variance he was requesting was enough.  

A discussion followed regarding drainage.

A discussion followed regarding the pond going under the driveway.

Mr. Palmer stated that there would be a berm so vehicles cannot enter the pond and he would also like to place a barrier, such as boulders, by the driveway, and will be putting in some landscaping.

A discussion followed regarding the distance from the driveway to the pond and the related safety issues.

Mr. Ricci asked where the water would go if it for some reason were to empty in a short period of time.  A discussion followed.  

Mr. Ricci asked that Mr. Palmer show the berm at a specific place on the map.  

Mr. Basch asked if the County would oversee the construction of the pond.  Mr. Palmer stated yes.  

Mr. Basch stated that he would like Vyt Burkunas, from Monroe County Soil and Water, to inspect the pond.  Mr. Dehm explained the three levels of service that Monroe County Soil and Water will perform.  Mr. Palmer stated that Mr. Burkunas told him that he did not need to go to Level III.  

Mr. Dehm asked when the regrading was going to take place at the northerly neighbor’s property.  Mr. Dehm stated that the Building Inspector stated that the Town was expecting the drainage problem to be solved.  Mr. Palmer stated he did not know when this would happen.  

Mr. Dehm asked if the benefit could be achieved by other means.  Mr. Palmer stated that he could solve the drainage problem another way, but, aesthetically, this was more desirable.

Mr. Ricci asked why Mr. Palmer wanted a pond.  Mr. Palmer stated to control the water flow, for aesthetics and for recreation.

Mr. Dehm asked if the pond would cause any undesirable changes to the character of the neighborhood.  Mr. Palmer stated that he had spoken to neighbors on both sides, and they were very cooperative.

Mr. Dehm asked if the request was substantial.  Mr. Palmer stated that since he was asking for more than ½ of the distance allowed, he thought it would be considered substantial.

Mr. Dehm asked if the request would have any adverse physical or environmental effects on the neighborhood.  Mr. Palmer responded no.  

Mr. Dehm asked if this was a self-created difficulty.  Mr. Palmer stated yes.

Mr. Basch asked if Mr. Palmer had considered a smaller pond.  Mr. Palmer stated that Mr. Burkunas had recommended this size and had actually recommended a larger pond, especially for the fish.  

Mr. Basch stated that if Mr. Palmer were going to stock the pond, it has to be a certain depth.  Mr. Palmer stated he was interested in an active ecosystem.  Mr. Basch stated that stocking the pond with fish would also help reduce the likelihood of mosquitoes.  

Mr. Palmer stated there would be a beach like area where you could enter and exit the water.  

The board had no further questions.

There was no one in the audience for public comment.  

Mr. Dehm asked if Mr. Palmer was under a time deadline.  Mr. Palmer stated he was.  A discussion followed regarding procedures.  

Mr. Dehm closed the public hearing at 8:31 p.m.

A Regular Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, June 22, 2000, at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, New York immediately following the Public Hearing.

PRESENT:
Dick Dehm, Chair



Duane Basch



Phil Mattaro



Joe Ricci

ABSENT:
Don Thorp

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS: none.

Minutes were taken by Mary Fletcher.

SAVAS

A discussion followed regarding the Savas application.  Mr. Dehm asked the secretary to send a letter to Mr. Savas specifying the information the Board has requested, after letting Mr. Basch and Mr. Jones review it.

MINUTES

Mr. Ricci moved, seconded by Mr. Basch, to approve the minutes of the 5/11/00 meeting.

APPROVED

Mr. Basch – aye; Mr. Mattaro – aye; Mr. Ricci – aye; Mr. Dehm – aye.

A discussion followed regarding future agendas.

Mr. Dehm stated that Mr. Basch would write the Palmer determination.

MOTION

Mr. Basch moved, seconded by Mr. Mattaro, to adjourn.

APPROVED

Mr. Basch – aye; Mr. Mattaro – aye; Mr. Ricci – aye; Mr. Dehm – aye.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Mary Fletcher, Secretary
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