A Public Hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, May 11, 2000, at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, New York at 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Dick Dehm, Chair



Duane Basch



Phil Mattaro



Joe Ricci



Don Thorp

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS: 1 resident.

Minutes were taken by Mary Fletcher.

Mr. Dehm called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING – GEORGE SAVAS

 Father George Savas, 695 W. Bloomfield Road, Pittsford, NY, came before the Board requesting an area variance for a pond to be located within less than the 100 feet from the property line.  Property is located near the intersection of Smith Road and W. Bloomfield Road.  Tax Account #205.01-1-20.  Zoned RA-5.  

Mr. Dehm waived the reading of the public notice, stating that a copy was in the file.  Mr. Dehm stated that the Affidavit of Posting of the Sign was in the file, and the County had responded that this was a local matter.

Mr. Dehm polled the members of the Board as to their familiarity with the site.  All board members stated they were familiar with the property.

Mr. Savas stated that the pond was formed innocently – they recently completed building their home on the property.  Mr. Savas stated that during the construction process the topsoil was pushed around to deal with the 32’ drop in the grade between the house and the road.  Mr. Savas stated that the excavator created the pond, unintentionally, by removing the topsoil.  Mr. Savas stated there was frequently flooding that went over West Bloomfield Road.  Mr. Savas stated that the pond has been catching some of the water that had been flooding the surrounding area.  Mr. Savas stated he had spoken to the County Highway and the Town of Mendon Highway Departments.  

Mr. Savas stated there was no aesthetic value for the pond – it was catching the water and helping the adjacent area with the periodic flooding.

Mr. Dehm asked if the pond would cause a change to the neighborhood character or nearby properties.  Mr. Savas stated he thought the impact on the area was minimal – people have driven by the Pond without even noticing it.  

Mr. Dehm asked if there were alternative methods to achieve what the applicant desires.  Mr. Savas stated that he was not looking to achieve anything, that this just happened.  Mr. Dehm asked if the pond could be moved.   Mr. Savas stated that if this application were not approved, he would bury the pond and not recreate it.

A discussion followed regarding the distance the pond is from the setback.  Mr. Savas stated that because of the shape of the lot, if he were to move the pond, it would still be violating the setback requirement.

Mr. Ricci asked Mr. Savas what he was trying to achieve by having the pond.  Mr. Savas stated that he was trying to solve the drainage problem.

Mr. Jones asked if the pond has always had water in it.  Mr. Savas stated it started collecting water in the winter and that he expects that it may recede but he expects it will always retain some water.

Mr. Dehm asked what the degree of the variance was.  Mr. Savas stated that it is 30 feet from the edge of the pond to his property line on the side.  A discussion followed regarding the distance.  

Mr. Jones stated that Mr. Savas needed to inform the Board of the exact distance from the pond to the property line.

Mr. Dehm asked if there would be any environmental effects because of the pond.  Mr. Savas stated that he does get some ducks on the pond, the water is relatively clean and he thought it was beneficial environmentally.   

Mr. Dehm asked if the alleged difficulty was self-created.  Mr. Savas stated that it was in the sense that they created the situation.

Mr. Mattaro asked how deep the pond was.  Mr. Savas stated he would guess it was 6-7 feet deep.

Mr. Mattaro asked what Mr. Savas’ intended use was for the pond.  Mr. Savas stated that he had no intended use.  Mr. Mattaro asked if it was strictly a drainage issue.  Mr. Savas stated yes.

Mr. Ricci asked if Monroe County had inspected the pond.  Mr. Savas stated that the Monroe County Highway department had looked at it, and they had no concerns.  Mr. Savas stated he did not have that in writing.  Mr. Ricci asked if Mr. Savas had contacted Monroe County Soil and Water regarding the pond.  Mr. Savas stated no.

Mr. Basch asked if the neighbor to the north had any comments.  Mr. Savas stated she is aware of the pond and has had no comments.  Mr. Basch stated he asked this because he noticed that the neighbor’s property to the north had a raised bed septic system.  

Mr. Basch asked what the cost would be to fill the pond in.  Mr. Savas stated he did not know, but it took 15 dump trucks to take the dirt out of the area where the pond developed.  

Mr. Thorp asked if Mr. Savas had any intention to make the pond larger or deeper.  Mr. Savas stated no.  

Mr. Thorp asked if Mr. Savas intended to do any landscaping or grading.  Mr. Savas stated he planted some grass seed so he will be mowing the area.  

Mr. Dehm stated he felt that Mr. Savas needed to contact Monroe County Soil and Water and have them inspect the pond and the proximity of the neighbor’s septic system to the north needed to be addressed.  

Mr. Savas stated he had no public water, cable or gas on his property.  Mr. Dehm stated that some people use ponds as a water source for fires.

Mr. Basch stated it was his preference not to take any action on this application until the Board received a statement from the County Soil and Water, and Mr. Savas could provide the Board with the exact dimensions of the pond.

Mr. Jones stated there were no time restraints and Mr. Savas could contact the Board with a letter responding to its concerns or he could request to return in person.  

MOTION

Mr. Basch moved, seconded by Mr. Ricci, to continue the public hearing for the Savas application at the June 8, 2000 meeting.

APPROVED

Mr. Basch – aye; Mr. Mattaro – aye; Mr. Ricci – aye; Mr. Thorp – aye; Mr. Dehm – aye.

Mr. Dehm closed the public hearing at 8:20 p.m.

A Regular Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, May 11, 2000, at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, New York immediately following the Public Hearing.

PRESENT:
Dick Dehm, Chair



Duane Basch



Phil Mattaro



Joe Ricci



Don Thorp

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS: 1 resident.

Minutes were taken by Mary Fletcher.

MINUTES

Mr. Basch moved, seconded by Mr. Dehm, to approve, as submitted, the minutes of the Workshop held on March 6, 2000.

APPROVED

Mr. Basch – aye; Mr. Mattaro –abstain; Mr. Ricci – abstain; Mr. Thorp – aye; Mr. Dehm – aye.

MINUTES

Mr.Thorp moved, seconded by Mr. Basch, to approve, as submitted, the minutes of the February 24, 2000 meeting.

APPROVED

Mr. Basch – aye; Mr. Mattaro – aye; Mr. Ricci – aye; Mr. Thorp – aye; Mr. Dehm – aye.

MOTION

Mr. Ricci moved, seconded by Mr. Mattaro, to adjourn the meeting.

APPROVED

Mr. Basch – aye; Mr. Mattaro – aye; Mr. Ricci – aye; Mr. Thorp – aye; Mr. Dehm – aye.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

Mary Fletcher, Secretary 

Zoning Board of Appeals
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