A Public Hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, September 10, 1998, at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, New York, at 7:30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Duane Basch, Chair



Carl Foss



Joe Ricci



Don Thorp

ABSENT:
Dick Dehm

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS:  two residents.

Minutes were taken by Mary Fletcher.

Mr. Basch called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

DONALD PETERS

Mr. Donald E. Peters, 647 Cheese Factory Road, Honeoye Falls, came before the Board for an area variance to erect a retractable tower for use with an amateur (hobby) radio transmitter with an extended height of 55 feet and a retracted height of 22.5 feet.  Zoned RA-1. Tax Account #223.01-1-3.11.

Mr. Basch stated that the affidavit of posting of the sign was in the file.  Mr. Basch stated that the copy of the public notice was in the file and waived the reading of the public notice.

Mr. Basch asked if the board members were familiar with the site and application.  All board members declared in the affirmative.

Mr. Basch stated that Monroe County has declared this a local matter.

Mr. Peters stated that this is a three-section tower with an extended height of 55 feet and a retracted height of 22 ½ feet.  Mr. Peters stated that when the tower is retracted, trees would cover it from view.  Mr. Peters stated that he is in full compliance with FCC regulations.  Mr. Peters stated that he has a maximum of 100 watts now and has a filter so he has had no problems with interfering with the neighbor’s television.  Mr. Peters stated that since his retirement, this is his new hobby.

Mr. Peters provided the board with a copy of his FCC license.  He stated that he wants to install a Model #HDX555 tower.  This would be on a concrete base measuring 4x4x6 feet deep.  He stated that, even when the tower is extended to its full height, there is no danger of it falling on any property but his own – the nearest property line is 123 feet away.

Mr. Basch asked about the interference issue.  Mr. Peters stated that there is the possibility of interference with an older style television, radio or telephone.  Mr. Basch asked what a person would do if they had interference.  Mr. Peters stated that it would be a complaint for the FCC, but that he has had no complaints since he started a year ago.

Mr. Basch asked why Mr. Peters selected the present location for the tower.  Mr. Peters stated that, with respect to the length of the cable from the antenna to the house, for every 100 feet of cable,1.5 dB are lost.  He stated he would install an underground cable.  

Mr. Peters stated that he will have a motor driven devise to lower and raise the tower, and that the tower will be lowered when he is not broadcasting.  Mr. Peters stated that this would be a directional antenna.

Mr. Basch asked Mr. Peters to expand on what a directional antenna means.  Mr. Peters stated that he currently has a vertical antenna, and he will have less interference with a directional antenna.

Mr. Basch explained to Mr. Peters that the Zoning Board asks five questions when reviewing an area variance application.  Mr. Basch reviewed these questions with Mr. Peters.

Mr. Basch asked if the benefit could be achieved by other means.  Mr. Peters stated that because of the hill to the west, which is the direction of majority of the U.S., he needs a higher tower to bypass this obstruction.  Mr. Peters also stated that he finds great personal satisfaction in this hobby.

Mr. Basch asked if this would result in an undesirable change to the neighborhood.  Mr. Peters stated that there are no neighbors in close proximity.  

Mr. Basch asked about the height of other antennae in the area.  Mr. Peters stated there was one in Naples that is 140 feet high.

Mr. Basch asked if the tower would be visible from the neighbors’ yards when it’s raised and/or when it’s lowered.  Mr. Peters stated it would be visible to the east when raised.

Mr. Basch asked Mr. Peters if he had talked to the neighbors regarding this application.  Mr. Peters stated no.  Mr. Peters stated that no neighbors had inquired about the sign posted.  

Mr. Basch stated that the next question is if the request is substantial.  Mr. Peters stated requesting twice the allowed height is substantial.

Mr. Basch stated that the next question is if this request would result in any adverse physical or environmental effects.  Mr. Peters stated no.

Mr. Basch stated that the last question is if this difficulty is self created.  Mr. Peters stated that this is self-created.

Mr. Peters stated that he has invested approximately $5,000-$6,000 in this state of the art system.    

Mr. Thorp stated he had no questions.

Mr. Ricci asked a question regarding the height and the placement of the tower.  Mr. Ricci asked if Mr. Peters had any plans to increase the wattage.  Mr. Peters stated no.

Mr. Jones asked what color the tower would be.  Mr. Peters stated it would be made of galvanized steel.  

Mr. Ricci asked if this application came from the Planning Board.  Mr. Basch stated no it did not.  Mr. Ricci asked if this is considered a communications tower.  

Mr. Jones stated that this is not commercial.  Mr. Ricci read a definition from the Communications Tower Law.  Mr. Jones stated that the definition Mr. Ricci read was a definition and exemption to the communications tower law.

Mr. Foss had no questions.  

Mr. Basch asked Mr. Peters to explain how ham radio operators can sometimes have a role in emergency situations.  Mr. Peters stated, for instance, if there is a tornado, he has a generator and can be on the air in fifteen minutes.  

Mr. Basch asked if there were any other questions or comments.  There were none.

Mr. Basch opened the meeting to comments from the public.  There were no comments.

Mr. Basch closed the public hearing at 8:04 p.m.

A Regular Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, September 10, 1998, at the Mendon Town Hall, 16 West Main Street, Honeoye Falls, New York, immediately following the Public Hearing.

PRESENT:
Duane Basch, Chair



Carl Foss



Joe Ricci



Don Thorp

ABSENT:
Dick Dehm

ATTORNEY:
Doug Jones

OTHERS:  None.

Minutes were taken by Mary Fletcher.

Mr. Foss will write the Peters’ determination.

Mr. Basch stated that he was recusing himself from the Public Hearing for the September 24th meeting because he is the applicant.  The board discussed who would be the acting chair for that meeting.  Mr. Basch stated he would contact Mr. Dehm and ask him to be the acting chair.  Mr. Ricci will be the alternate.  

A discussion followed regarding the Peters’ application.

MINUTES

Mr. Ricci moved, seconded by Mr. Thorp, to approve the minutes of the July 23, 1998 meeting as amended.

ADOPTED

Ayes 4, Nays 0.

Mr. Basch read the board a letter from County Executive Jack Doyle regarding 911.

Mr. Basch stated that there would be a satellite broadcast of a streamside protection in New York seminar on September 30th at RIT from 1:30-3:30 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Mary Fletcher, Clerk
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